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REMARKS 

The Amendments 

Claims 1-13, 62-95, and 96-135 have been withdrawn. Consequently, Groups I, IV, and 
V are not represented in the pending claims. 

Claims 14-60 have been cancelled and new claims 136-167 are pending. 

New claims 136, and 142-167 are based on original claims 14-60 according to the 
following correlation chart: 

Amended original claim 14 -> New claim 136. 
Amended original claim 15-17 -> New claims 142-144. 
Amended original claim 19 -> New claim 145. 
Amended original claim 23-27 -> New claims 146-150. 
Amended original claim 30-31 -> New claims 151-152. 
Amended original claim 34-37 -> New claims 153-156. 
Amended original claim 41 -> New claim 157. 
Amended original claim 44 -> New claim 158. 
Amended original claim 48-49 -> New claim 159-160. 
Amended original claim 51-54 -> New claims 161-164. 
Amended original claim 58-60 -> New claims 165-167. 

Support for new claims 136 and 155 may be found in the specification at e.g. page 17, 
lines 1-5. 

New claims 137-141 are not based on original claims. Support for claims 137-139 can be 
found at page 19, lines 15-18. Support for claims 140-141 can be found on page 17, lines 9-10, 
and page 19, line 19 through page 20, line 22. 

Original claims 27, 49 and 60 contained the term "nucleic anhydride" which was a 
typographical error and should have read "maleic anhydride." This error has been corrected in 
new claims 150, 160 and 167. Support for use of maleic anhydride as a monomer in the present 
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invention may be found at page 19, lines 23-27. 

The remaining new claims are based on minor amendments to the corresponding original 
claims that are believed to be self-explanatory. 

Restriction Election 

The pending claims correspond to claims in Groups II and m. Specifically, pending 
claims 136-154 correspond to Group II and pending claims 155-167 correspond to Group IE. 

The Examiner has required restriction to one of five groups under 35 U.S.C. §121. In 
response to the Restriction Requirement, Applicants provisionally select, with traverse, Group n, 
pending claims 136-154, drawn to a polymer grafted with polymers. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider the request for restriction 
between Groups II and EQ, the only remaining groups covered by the pending claims 136-167. 
Claim 155, from which claims 156-167 depend (i.e. all of Group HI claims), now defines a 
process for generating the product defined by claim 136 (i.e. Group D). Applicants therefore 
believe that claims 136-154, and 155-167 do not define patentably distinct inventions. 

Species Election 

The Examiner has required election of one of two species. Applicants are required under 
35 USC §121 to elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to which the claims 
shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. Upon the allowance of a 
generic claim, Applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to additional species which 
are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the limitations of an allowed generic claim 
as provided by 37 CFR §1.141. 

In response, Applicants provisionally elect, with traverse, species (2): 
compositions/methods that comprise a blend of resins. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider the request for election of 
species. The amended claims are directed solely to a hybrid polymer comprising a substrate 
polymer with one or a plurality of polymers grafted thereon. In view of the broad nature of the 
"substrate polymer" element, Applicants believe that any search conducted on the claimed 
subject matter would inherently embrace substrate polymers comprising one resin or a blend of 
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resins. Consequently, only a single search is necessary to cover both species. 

Applicants expresslyreserve the right to prosecute claims directed to the remaining 
allegedly distinct groups in one or more continuing or divisional applications. 



Applicants believe that the application is in good and proper condition for allowance. 
Early notification of allowance is earnestly solicited. If, in the opinion of the Examiner, a 
telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of the subject application, the Examiner 
encouraged to call the undersigned at (650) 463-8133. 



HOWREY SIMON ARNOLD & WHITE, LLP 

301 Ravenswood Avenue 
Box 34 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Ph. (650) 463-8109 
Ph. (650)463-8133 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 12,2004 




Albert P. Halluin (Reg. No. 25,227) 
Adam K. Whiting (Reg. No. 44,400) 



20 



